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JUSTICE THOMAS, concurring.
I continue to believe that the Constitution does not

constrain the size of punitive damages awards.  See BMW
of North America, Inc. v. Gore, 517 U. S. 559, 599 (1996)
(SCALIA, J., joined by THOMAS, J., dissenting).  For this
reason, given the opportunity, I would vote to overrule
BMW.  This case, however, does not present such an op-
portunity.  The only issue before us today is what stan-
dard should be used to review a trial court’s ruling on a
BMW challenge.  Because I agree with the Court’s resolu-
tion of that issue, I join the opinion of the Court.


